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In recognition of her indelible impact on the 

community, Martha Flores was the first woman 
enshrined in the ‘‘Calle Ocho Walk of Fame.’’ 
Throughout her distinguished career, she has 
received many accolades, but this has not de-
terred her from her main objective: to humbly 
serve her community. One of her first radio 
shows, ‘‘La Voz de la Mujer (the Voice of a 
Woman),’’ was the first Spanish radio program 
that raised issues concerning the plight of 
Cuban exiles. She never forgot her homeland 
and for nearly 50 years now she has been at 
the forefront, while working alongside numer-
ous community organizations, of bringing to 
light the repression of Castro’s Cuba. 

Martha Flores has selflessly given of her 
time and resources to volunteer for many hu-
manitarian causes including the League 
Against Cancer and League Against Blind-
ness. In addition, she also helped St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital raise much 
needed funds. She has been instrumental in 
bringing public attention and awareness to the 
needs of the elderly and disabled adults 
through her radio program and volunteerism. 
She will also be the first ever recipient of the 
Claude Pepper Memorial Award in the Media 
category. 

Martha has also made her radio show avail-
able to those who work on behalf of a free 
and independent Cuba, the sacred land of her 
birth. She sends a nightly message of hope 
and solidarity to her multitude of fans, many 
from the oppressed island nation. 

Once again, I would like to congratulate 
Martha Flores for her recent honor as well as 
for all the service and activism she has under-
taken. South Florida is honored to have her 
and the example she has given all of us. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHAD WAT-
SON’S SERVICE TO THE U.S. MA-
RINE CORPS 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of 
Cpl Chad Michael Watson who lost a leg in an 
improvised explosive device attack. While on 
patrol in the Anbar province in Iraq on Novem-
ber 29, 2006, Chad’s vehicle came under at-
tack and he was severely wounded and later 
lost his right leg. 

The son of Mike and Gina Watson, Chad 
was born in Mount Zion, Illinois on February 8, 
1983. He attended Mount Zion High School 
graduating in 2004. Chad joined the Marine 
Corps May 17, 2004 and was trained as an in-
fantryman. Following his initial training he de-
ployed to Iraq with Charlie Company, 1st In-
fantry Battalion, and 24th Marines where he 
served until his injury. 

During the twenty months of recovery, Chad 
maintained a positive and even uplifting atti-
tude which reflected well among those fellow 
marines and soldiers passing through the re-
covery process at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center. Mr. Albert Caswell of the U.S. Capitol 
Guide Service, a friend of his, penned the fol-
lowing poem as a fitting tribute to Chad for his 
sacrifice and unrelenting commitment to his 
long and enduring recovery. 

BREAKING CHAD. . . 

Breaking Bad! 

Breaking Chad! He’s Good, but he’s the good 
king of Bad. . . 

A Marine’s Marine, one Fine Fighting Ma-
chine! The kind of son, you wish you 
had! 

First in boot camp. . . 
First in his class in military school . . . 

training with his brothers in arms, as 
number one he’d rule. . . 

Wherever hearts of courage roam, men like 
Chad have come home with but their 
hearts of heroism full. . . 

A Hero who went off to war. . . 
Who lost a leg, but came back with so much 

more! 
With his courage full, over our hearts he 

rules . . . as he takes us all to school 
. . . is that not what heaven is for? 

Upon, battlefields of honor seen! 
Running towards death, as he was strong . . . 

fast and lean . . . a real bad fighting 
machine! Upon the scene! 

The kind of guy you’d fight for and not ask 
why . . . ready to die for you and his 
United States Marines! 

For in our Country Tis of Thee. . . 
There have been many heroes such as these 

who heard the call . . . who did not 
pause, as did he! 

Who are but rough & ready, while in the face 
of hell were ever steady . . . for their 
colors did not run, you see! 

And now his new fight. . . 
To rebuild his life, with his fine and future 

wife . . . teaching us all what is right! 
‘Oh what a heck of a sight, bringing tears to 

eyes . . . as he does not ask why . . . 
bringing to our world his light! 

SORRY! 
Is a word, from him . . . you shall never 

hear! For he is man of courage and con-
victions so very clear! 

Which will teach us, which will reach us . . . 
into our souls so beseech us here! 

In our lives, and in our times. . . 
What have we’ve so done, which so survives 

. . . which will live on long after we 
have died? 

For it’s all about what we’ve said and done, 
and for whom we’ve so bled. . . . Which 
tells the world, Who Am I! 

For in That Moment of Truth. . . 
How will you break? What is your truth? All 

in your actions you take, as so lies the 
proof! 

You may stand, or you may run! You may 
fade, or shine like the morning sun! In 
heroic truth! 

How will you break? 
What steps will you take? What hearts will 

you break? While all in your actions 
state. . . 

God is Good, and God is Great . . . all in he-
roes as Chad he creates! 

Uraaaahh Jar head. . . 
You have fought and you have bled . . . 

Breaking Bad . . . all in what your fine 
heart has said! 

What a hero is, and what you must have to 
break great and break bad in the fight 
ahead . . . 
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CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INTEGRATION OF 
THE UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, as a 
member of the Congressional Black Caucus I 
would like to honor the 60th anniversary of the 

integration of the United States Armed Forces, 
which began on July 26, 1948. When talking 
about an issue that happened in the past, we 
tend to think of it as something that happened 
overnight or that it was easy. Integrating the 
military was not at all easy, but it was a critical 
step to moving our nation forward in terms of 
civil rights. 

President Harry S Truman initiated the effort 
to integrate the Armed Forces at the request 
of many black civil rights leaders. Not too 
many people expected the President to em-
brace integration within the military. Truman 
was born in Missouri, and his opinion on the 
issue was that of any average Missourian of 
his time. However, as he learned about the 
atrocities that were being committed against 
blacks, especially against those that had 
served in World War II, he became much 
more committed to civil rights issues and inte-
grating the military. Indeed, President Truman 
outlined in his administration’s policies key 
civil rights efforts, including forming agencies 
to address voting rights and fair employment. 
The most progressive of his actions was the 
desegregation of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
which was proposed by the President’s Com-
mittee on Civil Rights. 

Support, however, did not come readily from 
Congress which was uninterested in civil rights 
issues. Indeed, the civil rights of Truman’s pri-
orities drew widespread criticism from South-
ern Democrats. Members of the military also 
were skeptical, with particular concern about 
legislation that would end racism overnight 
rather than more gradually. The argument of-
fered by opponents was that, if blacks were al-
lowed to be integrated into the Armed Forces, 
many whites would not want to join. Pro-
ponents of integration countered that the Fed-
eral government must take a leadership role in 
integrating; if Congress did not integrate Fed-
eral jobs, the private sector would definitely 
avoid doing so. To achieve advances in civil 
rights, Truman appointed The President’s 
Committee on Civil Rights, which was charged 
to determine how to strengthen and improve 
Federal, State, and local laws to safeguard 
civil rights. The Committee identified multiple 
policies for Congressional action; however, 
Truman asserted that civil rights in the serv-
ices fell under executive purview. On July 26, 
1948, Truman signed Executive Order 9981 
which mandated equal treatment and oppor-
tunity for black members in the Armed Forces. 
In the end, it was through the commitment and 
persistence of various leaders that we have an 
integrated military. 

The world would be a different place today 
if such proposals were not made against the 
status quo. The integration of the Armed 
Forces served as an instrument of social 
change. As we see from the civil rights move-
ment, sometimes the best choices require 
going against the majority. So, tip my hat to 
the many leaders who made the integration of 
the military a reality, and I celebrate this inte-
gration on the occasion of the 60th anniver-
sary of its enactment. 
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